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Friends of Hawthorne (FOH) Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2017 
6:00-7:30pm, Hawthorne Cafeteria 
Notes: Cathy Laetz 
 
 
Attendees: Suzy Large (co-president), Brit Porter (vice president), Rachael 
Caravalho (co-president), Cathy Laetz (secretary), Josie Clark (treasurer), 
Angela Bell-Austin, Maya Arias, Moose Math, Wayne Rennick, Mary Murray, 
Molly Laster, Peter Schumzcher, Tim Hutleg, Sara Zeiler, Kelly Gillean, Hannah 
Justus 
 
There were no minutes from the previous FOH meeting (race and equity event) 
 
Suzy started the meeting and welcomed all attendees. 
 
Nominating committee: Suzy, Rachel, and Josie are working to identify and 
recruit potential officers for next year. 
 
Financial Mid-Year Review Report: Mary (along with Brit, Rachel and Josie) 
reported on the few recommendations that came out of the recent in-house 
financial review. Content and format of the review followed the standard PTA 
checklist. Some future concerns/changes for when we are no longer under the 
Alliance for Education were highlighted. 
 
501c3 Status: Josie reported that all required paperwork was submitted at the 
end of October. This process will shift more financial responsibility to FOH 
(instead of the Alliance for Education) and may necessitate new procedures for 
book keeping and tax filings. She is currently recruiting for 2 future co-treasurer 
positions. 
 
Potential District Budget Cuts: Suzy discussed the potential budget shortfalls for 
the upcoming 2017/18 school year. Hawthorne may face drastic changes to 
staffing and available resources. Coordinating with auction “raise the paddle” 
fundraising to address these potential budget cuts was discussed. 
 
Other Updates: 
Suzy announced the upcoming legislative day in Olympia on January 16th. Any 
interested participants are encouraged to contact other southend school PTA 
members who may be attending. She mentioned inviting our legislative 
representatives to the FOH auction. 
 
Moose provided an update on auction planning activities. Jack’s BBQ will cater 
the event. Tickets are available for purchase on-line. Procurement of large items 
is still needed, as is advertising the event with the Kinder and 1st grade 
classrooms.  



 2 

 
Wayne is still participating in the design/survey phase of the safety improvement 
grant.  
 
Cathy proposed that FOH purchase future back-to-school supplies for all 
students. Bulk purchases may save overall time and money. Teachers would 
need to coordinate on supply needs and this would need to be an item in the 
future FOH budget. 
 
Molly is proceeding with purchasing several PCC script cards (reloadable cards 
that would give 5% of the purchase to FOH in perpetuity). Some may be 
available as an auction item. FOH does not qualify for the Amazon Smile 
program. 
 
Rachel discussed a 5th grade movie night fundraising idea. She also commented 
on the success of the recent race and equity FOH event, and the desire for a 
“families of color” group at Hawthorne. This would be coordination with race & 
equity funding/organization from the school district. 
 
Maya and Angela are spearheading a family dance night. The school 
administration and FOH support the idea/event. They are deciding upon a date, 
activities, and provided refreshments. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 


