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Friends of Hawthorne (FOH) Meeting Minutes 
October 3, 2018 
6:00-7:30 PM, Hawthorne Cafeteria 
Notes: Maya Arias 
 
 
Attendees: Brit Porter (co-president), Telle Zeiler (co-president), Behnosh Najafi (co-vice president), 
Marita Grunfeld (co-vice president), Maureen Merrill (treasurer), Maya Arias (Secretary), and others. 
 
Brit and Telle started the meeting and welcomed all attendees. Telle stated the mission statement of the 
PTA highlighting the importance of inclusion. 
 
Overview of Meetings Calendar: Brit promoted the upcoming Topic meetings that FOH is sponsoring: 
Positive Behavior Management and Social and Emotional Learning on 10/24, Family Tech Talk Night on 
11/28, and Family Health and Fitness Night time which is moved to April date/time to be determined.  
 
Vote on Standing Rules: 
Molly moved to vote on the Standing Rules.  
Karen seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Overview of Budget: Maureen reported that due to an excess in the budget tier two has been fully 
funded. The printed 2017-2018 line item budget was distributed. Also, a General Funds Facts form was 
distributed which details, by percentage, how the FOH PTA budget is allocated. Maureen also detailed 
the cost of the FOH provide school supplies. The total cost was $12,000. Broken down to be 
approximately $35/child.  
 
Membership Update: Julie Richards requested that those at the meeting tonight join the FOH PTA, if 
they haven’t done so already, either online or by filling out the membership form located in the office. 
When becoming a member please express your interest(s) in any volunteer opportunities. 
 
 
Fifth Grade Camping Trip: Kirby Green presented an overview of the annual fifth grade camping trip. 
There will be a meeting in December date/time to be decided for all 5th grade parents. Ms. Peace is in 
charge of fundraising. He also requested interested parents of 4th grade students declare their support 
for this program now because there is a very long waiting list if ever the school declines to go. 
 
 
Arts Corp Community Engagement: Brit reported that Hawthorne has a new $10,000 grant awarded by 
Arts Corp with the intent to promote art while engaging with the Hawthorne community. Those 
interested in being part of a Community Arts Engagement Committee, which will meet January-May, 
may see her for more details.  
 
Disney in Schools: Music teacher, Ellie Kok, presented a new program open to 3rd-5th grade students. The 
Disney production Aladdin will be produced with the help of Seattle Theatre Group. Music, set and 
costume design volunteers are needed. Rehearsals begin November 2nd, 2:40-4:10 PM, and will be held 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
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Lego Robotics League: Community member, Kristen Young, reported on a new Lego Robotics Team 
program, location, dates and times to be determined. Hawthorne has access to 6 Lego kits on loan from 
Kimball Elementary. Kristin introduced guest speakers from F.I.R.S.T., Troy and Stefan, that met with 
interested parents to discuss the necessity of parent “coaches” for this program to move forward. 
 
Playground Grant: Peter Schumacher reported that Hawthorne was awarded the full design grant of 
$55,800. Next step is to hire a design consultant. The plan is to break ground next year. Parents and the 
Hawthorne community may contribute to the design process at future playground meetings in January, 
February, and March dates and times to be determined. 
 
Auction: Brit requested the need for volunteers for the following positions: Auction Co-Lead, 
Procurement Lead, On-Site Volunteer Manager. The Auction will be held March 10th, 2018. 
 
Walk-A-Thon: Marita reported that the Walk-A-Thon date will be October, 20th and requested 
volunteers for the day of, as well as, someone to take over the permitting and insurance of the event.  
 
Legislative Advocacy: Behnosh presented an overview of the position and upcoming ways stay engaged 
and take action; attend the McCleary arguments; get involved in pop-up voter registration drives; vote 
in the 45th district and school board elections. 
 
Room Reps Program: Hannah Justus reported that all classrooms, but one, have a Room Rep. Ms Gillean 
needs a Room Rep. 
 
Annual Fund/Phoenix Fund: Brit reported donations can be made on the FOH website or by check. Also, 
the Phoenix Fund is set up for Employer matches. Volunteers are still needed for the following: Social 
Media Ambassador for #GivingTuesday, Thank You Note/Call Coordinator, help with year-end appeal, 
Translation Coordinator.   
 
Rachael Caravalho, Ms. Mak’s Liason, stated a need for volunteers for Dia De Los Muertos which will be 
held on November 2nd. Volunteers are need that evening to help serve the meal. Also, prior to the event, 
the school art teacher, Janet, will need volunteers for a sugar skull project. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


