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Friends of Hawthorne (FOH) Meeting Minutes 
February 8, 2017 
6:00-7:30pm, Hawthorne Cafeteria 
Notes: Cathy Laetz 
 
 
Attendees: Suzy Large (co-president), Brit Porter (vice president), Rachael 
Caravalho (co-president), Cathy Laetz (secretary),  
 
Liz moved to adopt the minutes from the previous meeting. 
Mary seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Suzy and Rachel started the meeting and welcomed all attendees. 
 
Auction: Chrystal and Derek reported that procurements are still needed, please 
send items and forms to Moose or Derek. February 19th is the deadline for live 
auction items (larger items) and silent auction items due by the end of February.  
So far about half of the available 160 tickets are still available.  
 
501c3: Josie reported that she is still waiting to hear an outcome after paperwork 
was submitted to establish FOH as our own non-profit without financial affiliation 
with the Alliance for Education. We will likely be with the Alliance until the end of 
the 2017 fiscal year (June 2017). Josie is searching for a replacement treasurer 
for next year. 
 
Phoenix Fund: Liz reported on our new annual giving fund that was established 
this year to complement giving at the auction and other fundraisers. To date 
about $2100 has been raised. A translated flier advertising the fund was 
distributed to classes. Liz is exploring other ways of advertising the fund, such as 
storytelling about families’ experiences with Hawthorne. She is also exploring a 
donor database and looking into mechanisms for employer matches. 
 
Nominating committee: Suzy, Rachel, Karen, Amy and Megan are working to 
identify and recruit potential officers for next year. Nominees will be announced 
at the next meeting and will be voted on at the April meeting. 
 
Hawthorne Administration: Rachel reported that Hawthorne recently moved up a 
designation because of much higher test scores and performance metrics. 
Sandra submitted a proposal for Hawthorne to be designated a “creative 
program”, which would bring city funds dedicated to music and arts programming 
next year.  Administration hopes to expand positive discipline programs 
throughout the school. 
 
Kindergarten parent Behnosh has agreed to step into a legislative chair position 
with FOH. She will periodically update FOH on district and state issues, actions 
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that the school community can take, and represent the interested of FOH and 
Hawthorne at the district/state level. 
 
Hawthorne parent Kimberly gave a brief report on the current status of the 
federal immigration ban and how it may be affecting Hawthorne parents and our 
community. She brought a colleague who is a practicing immigration attorney to 
tonight’s meeting to assist any families with questions or legal council.  Recently 
many students and families made welcome signs to be posted at the school 
entrances to reinforce Hawthorne’s position that all families are welcomed 
regardless of immigration status. 
 
Meeting attendees wrote postcards urging the Mayor, Governor, and elected 
state house and senate representatives to fully fund K-12 public schools by 
passing proposed legislation regarding funding as well as the levy cliff. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 


